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February 3. 1993

The Honorable William Cohen
322 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington. D.C. 20510-1901

Dear Senator Cohen.

J...•:J" •
- - I·',· .~ f

4:

I am a teacher and derive many hours of enjoyment from the hobhy of
constructing and flying radio controlled model aircraft. I have been
interested in aviation for many years and was a pilot for Executive Airlines
here in Maine.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration
by the FCC. The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted. the new rules will
greatly reduce the usability of Frequencies assigned for model use and increase
the risk of accidents and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This band is primarily
used for private land mobile dispatch. However, our radio control frequencies
in the band are far enough apart from land mobile frequencies that \."e have been
able to share the band without either use interfering with the other.

As of January 1991 our radio equipment was required to be narrow banded for it
to be legal for us to use it. Most of us in the hobby either had to have our
equipment modified by the manufacturer at i1 cost that was sometimes half the
price of a new transmitter and receiver, or purchase new equipment. I have in
the last two years purchased two new trarlsmitters at a cost of $395.00 each.
plus four receivers at a cost of $85.00 each. which is a considerable
investment.

Now the FCC wants to cn>ate more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into
narrower band widths and rearranging the band plan. As a result. many land
mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio control frequencies and cause
interference to radio control operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies
that are presently available for radio control of model airplanes. only 19
frequencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.

In the 72 MHz band, thirty-one of our Ereqm'Tlcies would be hracketed.
principally in the lower end of the band (below channel 42). A similar
condition would exist in the 75 MHz hand. T,'iO examples of till' frequency placing
would look like the following:

Model Channel 14 72.070 MHz Model Channel 62 7') ,1,30 MHz
New insert 72.0725 MHz New in~,erj 75.4325 MHz
New insprt 72.0775 MHz !\jpw i nSf=rt 75,1+375 MHz

Present COlWlercial 72 .080 MHz PreSf~nt Cormnercial 75,1,40 MHz

New insert 72.0825 MHz Ne,,' insert 75.4425 MHz
New insert 72.0875 MHz New insert: 75.4/,75 MHz

Model Channel 15 72 .090 MHz Mod(~ 1 Channel 63 75.450 MHz



Not only are these new frequencies very close to ours. they are also designated
as "mobile". therefore we would never know where they are operating. including
right in the pit area at our fields or on nearby streets or highways. In
addition, the technical specifications for the new eqllipment allows a legal
frequency tolec3nce which could place their signal directly on ours.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and
weigh as much :3S '30 at" 40 pounds. The models themsel ves are expensi ve to build:
but more to the point. thf'y are capable of causing propf'rLy damage, serious
injury. or evell death if radio interference causes the operator to lose control
of thp aircrafl . \~e often fly our models at organized events and contests where
hundreds of operators participate.

When we fly our model aircraft undpr radio control, we go to great lengths to
assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and the protection of
property. Many of our safety precautions involve the careful coordination and
use of the radio control frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies 15

diminishpd as propospd hy the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become
congested and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating
conditions of land mobile radiI) users at the expense of radio control modelers.
The FCC may not think we are as important as business users of radios. but we
have a considerable investment in our models and our radio equipment. The hobby
provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and
contributes to the advancement and development of the commercial aviation
industry. In fact the use of the Remote Pilotless Vehicles. used during Desert
Storm, owe much of their development to our hobby as they do from commercial
firms.

Pleilse help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the
FCC to carry out its proposal for the 72-72 MHz band.

Sincerely,

?~~
Robert Constable
P. O. Box 154
Unity. ME 04988
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R1 Box 4470 Riva Ridge
Vassalboro. ME 04989

Feb. 10, 1993

Honorable Senator William S. Cohen
322 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-1901

Dear Senator Cohen:

RECEIVED

Kindly note my firm opposition to the FCC Proposed Rulemaking as
proposed in PR Docket 92-235.

I am in the business of selling and dealing with hobby shop Radio
Control Equipment, and also am active in the Radio Controlled
Model Aircraft Hobby. I am also properly licensed and insured
for over 2 Million dollars against accidents resulting from our
hobby, as are most of our participants.

If the cellular phones are allowed to intersperse into our
spectrum of the present LEGAL frequencies, it will force over an
estimated one half million hobbiests to abandon this enjoyable
sport. Also. over 90 percent of my hobby shop business is
involved in RiC equipment and associated supplies.

Our models weigh up to 45 pounds, and operate at speeds up to 120
miles per hour. If interfered with by cellular phones, a serious
accident and even a death could occur.

PLEASE HELP US ALL TO DEFEAT THIS Proposed FCC PR Docket 92-235.

Very truly yours,

CUi sIz", /1--iZtt/~
cli;t;n':~ Piper Dedimus Justice, Vassalboro, ME 04989
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: I ' Th~ Honorable ilfill'iam r'Coh~n

United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

RECEIVED
lPR -] '1993

ilci'j r'" FEDERAlCCMlUMCA~s~
'~,J .:~. I" ~ITHEmETARY

Dear Senator Cohen
I ;derive many hours of enjoyment from constructing and operating

radio-controlled models. I also have many friends and radio controlled
club member~n my area Sf Maine that feel the same way I do. I person­
ally own~ radios,~ radio controlled models and many other pro­
ducts necessary to operate my radio control models.

I am very concerned about th~ proposed rule that is currently un­
der consideration by the Federal Communications Commission(F.C.C.). The
proc~eding is PR Docket 92-235. If adop~ed the n~v rule viII greatly re­
duce th~ usability of frequencies in this band currently assign~d for RiC
model us~ and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liabilty.

0ur Iradio-control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This band
is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations. However,
our radio-control frequencies in this band are far enough apart from
the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band
without either use interfering with the other.

The Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) in PR Docket 92-235 replac
Part 90 of the rules with a new Part 88. Part 90 allows for safe use of
Ric aircraft and surface models by keeping 10 Khz spacing,·between fixed
commercial users and frequencies used by Ric enthusiast. The new Part 88
will allow mobile users on frequencies within 2.5 Khz of frequencies used
and available to us,eliminating safe use of at least 31 of the only 50
channels on the 72 MHz band (for RiC cars and boats) now used by hobbyist.
In fact more channels will likely be affected.

When we operate our Ric models, we go to great lengths to assure
the safty of the operators and bystanders and protection of property. Many
of our safety precautions involve the careful coordination and use of
the radio control frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is
diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become
congested and the margin of safty will be greatly decreased.

I don't think it is wise of the FCC to seek to expand the operation
conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of the expense of the
radio-control modeJers. The' FCC may not think we are as important as busin
users of radio,but we have a considerable investment in our models and
[n our radio equipment. It is a sizeable industry that must be saved
from these detrimental FCC actions. The hobby provides many hours of
enjoyment to hundreds of thousands of people like myself and contributes
to the advancement and development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please helpr,me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not all0
ing the FCC to carry, out its proposal PR DOCKET 92-235 for the 72-76 MHz
band. We all need your help urgentLy because:tbe FCC has a deadline of
F~bruarf 26, 1993 aft~r which it may become more diffiCUlt to avoid
halting th~s~ proposals from going into effect. ~~ ~ ;,1

SincerelY,~~

.]r..e t;LL.1~ I-I,'l L WtS7
gl'1YU6v ll7 /U117uu S o'/Y01

1£ ( 7''10-=&&'11
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Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Sirs:

i993 fJ3
FEDERAlCQMJMCATKWSCQII8lH

;:~ 1.~(JTHE£ReTARY
, ., '.' '..);J

It has recently come to my attention that the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) is considering an action that
will severely limit and potentially eliminate a very important
hobby of mine, radio controlled (R!C) model
airplanes,helicopters,ca~sand boats.

Your Notice of Proposed Rule Making(NPRM) in PR Dockel92-235
replaces part 90 of your rules with a new Part 88. Part 90
allows for safe use of RiC aircraft and surface models by
keeping 10 Khz spacing between fixed commercial users and
frequencies used by RiC enthusiasts. The new Part 88 will allow
mobile users on frequencies within 2.5 Khz of frequencies
available to us, eliminatin~ safe use of at least 31 of 50
channels on the 72 MHz band and 10 of the 30 frequencies on the
75KHz band now used by hobbyists. In fact, more channels will
likely be affected.

This action will have a severe, detrimental impact upon me
and the entire R!C hobby industry. Ifput into effect, my
airplane or helicopter could easily be shot out of the sky by a
mobile user I'd have no way of knowing about. This creates a
severe health hazard.

I have been involved in this hobby for several years. I own
several radios and airplanes. In addition, i have numerous
engines, chargers,field accessories and other products necessary
to support my hobby. When you consider there are hundreds of
thousands of other RiC hobbyists in the u.S. just like me, these
proposed rule changes will affect a lot of people economically
and in terms of enjoyment.

I urge you to reconsider this. Keep 10 Khz spacing between
all frequencies on 72 MHz and 75 MHz bands available for safe
use by R!C enthusiasts. Please don't eliminate this hobby that
has grown tremendously over the past 30 years and has so much
investment of money and enjoyment of people nationwide.

Thank you for your consideration. Sincerely,

OtbVU/#!I/~L
/)

L( 'b <i/vv1 rvl I t {:,:. cQ,
t.,)(th r".;1 jJ. ./1/) :7W!-,::, ,-"I,-,_C/ f1lx.-

CYjC'5);.z


